Welcome to St. Paul's Lutheran Church - Red Hill
Sharing Our Faith, Spreading God's Love
Rev. Kevin Compton - Pastor

SUNDAY - JULY 12, 2026 — SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

“All are welcome in this place!”
This is the title of a popular modern hymn in the Lutheran tradition by
Marty Haugen. He begins his hymn with this line, “Let us build a house
where love can dwell and all can safely live.” These words testify to the
meaning of the body of Christ in this world, and St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church has embodied the love and welcome of Christ in the Upper
Perkiomen Valley since 1739. No matter who you are, if you are seeking
a loving community of people following Christ, if you are curious about
this man named Jesus that we call savior, or even if you are not sure
what you are looking for, know that you are welcome. You are created in
the image of God, and you are welcome.

Pastor Kevin Compton
___________________________________________________________________________________________________|
We believe the sound of children in worship is not a distraction. It is

evidence of life, growth, and the future of the church. If your child makes
noise, you are not bothering us. You are blessing us.

This service is being streamed: By remaining, you consent to being recorded or
live-streamed on the Internet. We do have no-camera areas in the balcony and in the
back rows of the Sanctuary for you to help limit your exposure.

Music is reprinted, podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-744022 & CCLI LICENSE #1083898. All rights reserved.

e
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God in honor of our Tom and

Gladys Sands’ 61st anniversary and Tom's birthday, presented by Gladys
Sands.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN - For the Fruit of All Creation, Blue Book 760

THE GREETING

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow
in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Isaiah 55: 10-13 (Assistant)
Our first reading is from the book of Isaiah, the fifty-fifth chapter.

1%For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

12For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lorp for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 (Assistant)
Please read from Psalm 65 with me responsively.

1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
’To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.
30ur sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.
“Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell
there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness
of your temple.
> Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our
salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
°®You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.
"You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
®Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your
marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
°You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
1°You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
1You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise in body or in spirit)
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Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
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A]l rights reserved. Used bype ‘mission.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (Pastor)
The Gospel is from St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

! That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. *And he told them many things
in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. > Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose,
they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away.

" Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. °If you have ears, hear!”

18“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. ¥ When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. ?° As for
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, 2! yet such a person has no root but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account
of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. #*But as for
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold,
in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ (Please be seated)



THE MESSAGE Welcome Back Appalachian Service Project!

SONG OF THE DAY - Shout to the Lord
Zschech, Darlene; CCLI# 1083898

My Jesus, my Savior

Lord there is none like you,

All of my days I want to praise
The wonders of your mighty love

My comfort, my shelter
Tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath, all that I am
Never cease to worship you

Shout to the Lord! All the earth let us sing!
Power and majesty Praise to the King!
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of your name

I sing for joy at the work of your hands.
Forever I'll love you! Forever I'll stand!
Nothing compares to the promise I have
In you

Repeat Song




CREED (Assistant):

Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith, sharing together
the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father,

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Assistant)

Trusting in God's steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

(Allow for a brief silence)

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to
cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life
despite our actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision,
when all creation rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your salvation.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from
the dead. Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation
overwhelm throughout the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who rely on school meals and
for people facing illness and injury without the assurance of healthcare. Be
with all those who suffer from physical ailment and mental illness of any
kind. We pray especially for The Open Link, for those on our prayer list, and
for those we now name aloud or in the silence of our hearts.

(Allow for a brief silence)



God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer
season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may
visitors find refreshment among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout
history. We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast
all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you all!

And also with you!

(Please greet your neighbor with a sign of peace and return to your seats for
the offering)

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING We begin our celebration of communion by returning a portion
of the blessings we have received from God to sustain the body of Christ.




OFFERING SONG

Bless the Lord, O My Soul
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Text: Ps. 103:1

Music: PRAISE PSALM 103, traditional

OFFERTORY SONG - Just as Jesus Told Us (Please rise as you are able)

Words and Music - ©1997 Augsburg Fortress Publishers Contributors: Ray Makeever.
Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OnelLicense#A-744022

Just as Jesus told us, we will break this bread.
Just as Jesus told us, we shall all be fed; and we will remember
what he did and said, and how he goes on living in the bread.

Just as Jesus told us, we will pour this wine.
Just as Jesus told us, we will come and dine; and we will remember
How he lived in time, and how he goes on living in the wine.

Just as Jesus told us, pass the bread around.
Just as Jesus told us, more wine can be found; and we will remember
Bread and wine abound. So break the loaf and pass the cup around

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might:

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER (Pastor)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.

Come, share in the feast!
Amen. (Please be seated)
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COMMUNION

All are invited. Follow the usher’s directions.

Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available upon request.
Blessings are available in lieu of communion or for any young
person who has not yet received communion instruction.

SONG DURING COMMUNION - Break Now the Bread of Life,
Green Book 235

SONG DURING COMMUNION - O Living Bread from Heaven,
Green Book 197

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Please rise in body or in spirit.)
Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

THE BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CONGREGATION




SENDING SONG - Days of Elijah
Robin Mark | CCLI# 1083898

These are the days of Elijah
declaring the Word of the Lord

And these are the days of your servant Moses
righteousness being restored

And though these are days of great trials
of famine and darkness and sword

We are the voice in the desert crying
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord!”

Chorus Behold, he comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call
Lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion’s hill salvation comes

And these are the days of Ezekiel
The dry bones becoming as flesh

And these are the days of your servant David
rebuilding a temple of praise

And these are the days of the harvest
the fields are as white in the world

And we are the laborers in your vineyard
declaring the Word of the Lord!

Chorus

Bridge There is no god like Jehovah!
There is no god like Jehovah!

There is no god like Jehovah!

There is no god like Jehovah!

Sing the bridge again!

End with a last Chorus!
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE

Our music today is led by St. Paul’s Music Director, Eve Keane. Thank you
Eve for your talents and your leadership!

Thank you to our worship assistant Alice Hager; ushers, Shae and Ehvy
Reinhart; live streaming team, Nicole Walter and Eric Virus; communion set
up team, Sandy Bergey; sacristy team, Barbara Nace and Pat Walter; flower
sponsors and all who help with worship.

We Remember in Prayer

Jason Adamczyk Frances Lechner Kirk Robinson
Joyce Allebach Melissa Leinback Donna Rodenberger
Anita Breyer Gary Mammele Gladys Sands
Heather Cammann Jeff McMurtrie Margarita Serbia
Nancy Esterly Becky McIntosh Sally Schwenk
Barbara Green Sally Mixer Linda Shagg
April Hall and Kirk Amy Moorhus John Sheeran
Robinson Baumgardner Beth Ann Thomas
Dave Hamblin Tricia Parker Arlene Vandenburgh
Janet Hill Peter Reigner David Wargo
Roy Himmelwright Joy Reiss Ryan Weaver
John Hockenberger Dennis Renninger Larry Weiss
Ryan Humphreys Alan Richard Dave Woodward
The Family of Dianne Janet Zylinski
Knorr

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TAIZE WORSHIP!
Third Wednesday of each month at 6pm.
The Center at The Open Link, 517 Jefferson Street, East Greenville.
All are welcome! Come experience a peaceful respite in our busy lives.
The next Taizé Worship is on July 15, 2026 at 6:00 pm.
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WELCOME WORSHIP
Every Sunday at 4:00pm in the Fellowship Hall!
This service is centered on Christ’s love for everyone. We are focused
on making the worship accessible, contemporary in style, interactive,

and intergenerational. We expect the service to last about 45 minutes.

Come take part in worship, or pray for the new thing God is doing

among us! Help us share the energy of St. Paul’s and the love of Christ
to the Upper Perk in a new way!

(DFAITH NIGHT AT THE IRON PIGS )
Friday, August 28th at 6:45pm!

Join us for Faith Night with the Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs at Coca-Cola Park
in Allentown!

The Iron Pigs will be taking on the Syracuse Mets.
Tickets are $13 per person.
Ticket price includes a $2 credit toward food or beverages.
The evening events include:
e Live music on the plaza before the game!
e Player faith testimonies
e And a fireworks show at the end of the game!

Sign-up on the bulletin board in front of the office, or you can text/call
Avah Virus (484) 637-3895 for tickets.
YOU MUST HAVE CONFIRMATION FROM AVAH TO ATTEND!
Thank you to Avah for organizing this inspiring and fun-filled night out!

UPCCC 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
September 18, 2026 at 5:30 pm!
Mark your calendar and come join the fun! Games, Dunk Tank, Craven
Food Truck, Face Painting and so much more! All are welcome.

CALLING ALL SINGERS AND MUSICIANS!
ALL SKILL LEVELS!

If you sing or play an instrument, come share your talents during the
Offering at church over the summer? See our bulletin board for a
sign-up sheet, or reach out to our music director, Eve Keane.
Cell: 267-875-8982, email: eve.keane@stpaulredhill.org.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL IS ON SUMMER BREAK!
We will meet again on September 13, 2026. Enjoy your summer!

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!!!

End of Summer Worship and Picnic with Our Neighbors!

Sunday, September 6, 2026, St. Paul’s will be worshipping at New
Goshenhoppen Park with our neighboring congregations in the Reformation
Sister Churches of the Upper Perkiomen Valley.

All seven of the churches in our group will be gathered together for an
outdoor worship in celebration of the end of the summer, our love for our
friends and neighbors, and the presence of Christ in this community.

Worship Information for September 6

Worship Location: New Goshenhoppen Park

Worship Time: 10:30am

Pastor Kevin Compton will be preaching

Music will be provided by the Red Hill Band

Stick around after service for a picnic with our neighbors! New
Goshenhoppen UCC will be cooking up hotdogs and hamburgers. There
is no charge, but each guest is encouraged to bring a side to share.
The Red Hill Band will perform a concert at 1:00pm.

A concession stand will be selling ice cream.

e After the picnic, there will be games and entertainment, including a
bounce house and a gaga pit.

There will be no worship at St. Paul’s on Sunday, September 6th.
If you are unable to attend the service at New Goshenhoppen Park, join
Pastor Serena Sellers at 9:00am for an indoor worship at St. Mark’s
Lutheran in Pennsburg. This service will be live-streamed.
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