
​SUNDAY – August 9, 2026 – ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST​

​“All are welcome in this place!”​
​This is the title of a popular modern hymn in the Lutheran tradition by​
​Marty Haugen. He begins his hymn with this line, “Let us build a house​
​where love can dwell and all can safely live.” These words testify to the​
​meaning of the body of Christ in this world, and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church​
​has embodied the love and welcome of Christ in the Upper Perkiomen​
​Valley since 1739. No matter who you are, if you are seeking a loving​
​community of people following Christ, if you are curious about this man​
​named Jesus that we call savior, or even if you are not sure what you are​
​looking for, know that you are welcome. You are created in the image of​
​God, and you are welcome.​

​Pastor Kevin Compton​

​We believe the sound of children in worship is not a distraction. It is​
​evidence of life, growth, and the future of the church. If your child makes​
​noise, you are not bothering us. You are blessing us.​

​This service is being streamed: By remaining, you consent to being recorded or​
​live-streamed on the Internet. We do have no-camera areas in the balcony and in the​
​back rows of the Sanctuary for you to help limit your exposure.​

​Music is reprinted, podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-744022 &​
​CCLI LICENSE #1083898. All rights reserved.​

​The Altar Flowers​​are given to the glory of God in​​loving memory of the​
​birthday anniversaries of Margaret & Claude Reiman, presented by the​
​Treffinger Family.​
​The Chancel Flowers​​are given to the glory of God​​in honor of the 94th​
​birthday of Floyd Treffinger, presented by Lori Frank and Family.​
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​The Chancel Flowers​​are given to the glory of God to celebrate the birth​
​and life of Elsie Rehak, presented by nieces, Nancy Yerger, Sandra Reeder,​
​Patricia Walter, and nephew James Mack, and their families.​

​GATHERING​
​The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.​

​WELCOME​

​CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS​
​(Please rise in body or in spirit)​
​Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,​
​whose compassion endures forever.​
​Amen.​

​Let us confess our sin to God.​
​(Silence is kept for reflection.)​

​Compassionate God,​
​we confess to you all our sins.​
​Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.​
​In your mercy, call us back to you.​
​Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.​
​Restore us to dwell in your peace.​
​In Christ’s name we pray,​
​Amen.​

​Jesus says, “Come to me,​
​all you who are weary​
​and are carrying heavy burdens,​
​and I will give you rest.”​
​In the name of God,​
​Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,​
​your sins are forgiven.​
​Rest in God’s love.​
​Amen.​

​GATHERING HYMN – Rise Up Oh Saints of God  - Green Book 383​
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​THE GREETING​
​The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,​
​and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.​
​And also with you.​

​PRAYER OF THE DAY​
​O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be​
​afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters​
​from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior​
​and Lord.​
​Amen.​
​(Please be seated)​

​WORD​
​God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.​

​First Reading: Kings 19:9-16​​(Assistant)​
​Our first reading is from the book of Kings, the nineteenth chapter.​

​9​​ At​​[Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a​​cave and spent the night​
​there.​

​Then the word of the​​L​​ORD​ ​came to him, saying, “What​​are you doing here,​
​Elijah?”​​10​​ He answered, “I have been very zealous​​for the​​L​​ORD​​, the God of​
​hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your​
​altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are​
​seeking my life, to take it away.”​

​11​​ ​​He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before​​the​​L​​ORD​​, for the​​L​​ORD​ ​is​
​about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting​
​mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the L​​ORD​​, but the​​L​​ORD​ ​was​
​not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the​​L​​ORD​ ​was not in​
​the earthquake,​​12​​ and after the earthquake a fire,​​but the​​L​​ORD​ ​was not in​
​the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.​​13​​ When Elijah heard it,​
​he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of​
​the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing​
​here, Elijah?”​​14​​ He answered, “I have been very zealous​​for the​​L​​ORD​​, the​
​God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down​
​your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and​
​they are seeking my life, to take it away.”​​15​​ Then​​the​​L​​ORD​ ​said to him, “Go,​
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​return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you​
​shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.​​16​​ Also you​​shall anoint Jehu son of​
​Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of​
​Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.​

​The Word of the Lord.​
​Thanks be to God.​

​Psalm 85:8-13​​(Assistant)​
​Please read from Psalm 85 with me responsively.​

​8​​ ​​I will listen to what the​​L​​ORD​ ​God is saying;​
​for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their​
​hearts to you.​

​9​​ ​​Truly, your salvation is very near to those who​​fear you,​
​that your glory may dwell in our land.​

​10​​ ​​Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;​
​  righteousness and peace have kissed each other.​
​11​​ ​​Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,​
​  ​​and righteousness shall look down from heaven.​
​12​​ ​​The​​L​​ORD​ ​will indeed grant prosperity,​
​   and our land will yield its increase.​
​13​​ ​​Righteousness shall go before the​​L​​ORD​

​  ​​and shall prepare for God a pathway.​

​GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​​(Please rise in body or in spirit)​
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​GOSPEL:​​Matthew 14:22-33​​(Pastor)​
​The Gospel is from St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.​
​Glory to you, O Lord.​

​22​​ ​​[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and​​go on ahead to the other​
​side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.​​23​​ And after he​
​had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.​
​When evening came, he was there alone,​​24​​ but by this​​time the boat,​
​battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against​
​them.​​25​​ And early in the morning he came walking​​toward them on the sea.​
​26​​ But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea,​​they were terrified,​
​saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.​​27​​ But immediately Jesus​
​spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”​
​  ​
​28​​ Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command​​me to come to you on​
​the water.”​​29​​ He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of​​the boat, started walking​
​on the water, and came toward Jesus.​​30​​ But when he​​noticed the strong​
​wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord,​
​save me!”​​31​​ Jesus immediately reached out his hand​​and caught him, saying​
​to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”​​32​​ When they got into the​
​boat, the wind ceased.​​33​​ And those in the boat worshiped​​him, saying, “Truly​
​you are the Son of God.”​

​The Gospel of our Lord.​ ​Praise to you, O Christ​ ​(Please be seated)​

​THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE​

​THE MESSAGE – Pastor Kevin Compton​
​Sermon Series: “Gather, Word, Meal, and Send -- Why We Do What We Do”​
​This Sunday’s theme: Send​
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​SONG OF THE DAY – Hear our Praises​
​CCLI Song # 2543402 Reuben Morgan © 1998 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia For use solely with the​
​SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com​
​(Please rise in body or in spirit)​

​May our homes be filled with dancing​
​may our streets be filled with  joy​
​May injustice bow to Jesus​
​as the people turn and pray​

​From the mountain to the valley​
​hear our praises rise to You​
​From the heavens to the nations​
​hear our singing fill the air.​

​May a light shine in the darkness​
​as we walk before the cross​
​May Your glory fill the whole earth​
​as the water o’er the seas​

​From the mountain to the valley​
​hear our praises rise to You​
​From the heavens to the nations​
​hear our singing fill the air​

​From the mountain to the valley​
​hear our praises rise to You​
​From the heavens to the nations​
​hear our singing fill the air​

​CREED​​(Assistant)​​:​
​Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith, sharing together​
​the words of the Apostles’ Creed.​

​I believe in God, the Father almighty,​
​creator of heaven and earth.​
​I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,​
​He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit​
​and born of the virgin Mary.​
​He suffered under Pontius Pilate,​
​was crucified, died, and was buried.​
​He descended into hell.​
​On the third day he rose again.​
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​He ascended into heaven,​
​and is seated at the right hand of the Father,​
​He will come again to judge the living and the dead.​
​I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,​
​the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,​
​the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.​
​Amen.​

​PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION​ ​(Assistant)​
​With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in​
​need, and all of God’s creation.​
​(Allow for a brief silence.)​

​We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may​
​be heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted,​
​strengthen the church in its faithful witness. Merciful God,​
​hear our prayer.​

​For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve life in all​
​its variety from the destruction of climate change. Move our hearts with​
​compassion to join you in this work. Merciful God,​
​hear our prayer.​

​For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in​
​positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to​
​respond with Christlike mercy to all who fear for their rights, their safety, or​
​their dignity. Merciful God,​
​hear our prayer.​

​For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in​
​your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who​
​suffer. We pray especially for the people on our prayer list and those we now​
​name aloud or in the silence of our hearts.​

​(Allow for a brief silence)​
​Merciful God,​
​hear our prayer.​

​For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life​
​amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church​
​leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God,​
​hear our prayer.​
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​We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our​
​earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom.​
​Merciful God,​
​hear our prayer.​

​Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask​
​in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.​
​Amen.​

​THE PEACE​
​The Peace of the Lord be with you all!​
​And also with you!​
​(Please greet your neighbor with a sign of peace and return to your seats for​
​the offering)​

​MEAL​
​God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.​

​OFFERING​​We begin our celebration of communion by​​returning a portion​
​of the blessings we have received from God to sustain the body of Christ.​

​ANTHEM – “God Is so Good,” played by Dylan McPherson​

​God is so good.​
​God is so good.​
​God is so good.​
​He’s so good to me.​

​God answers prayers.​
​God answers prayers.​
​God answers prayers.​
​He’s so good to me.​

​I love God so.​
​I love God so.​
​I love God so.​
​He’s so good to me.​

​God is so good.​
​God is so good.​
​God is so good.​
​He’s so good to me.​
​So good to me!​
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​OFFERTORY SONG – We Are An Offering​

​We lift our voices, we lift our hands,​
​we lift our lives up to You; We are an offering.​
​Lord, use our voices; Lord use our hands;​
​Lord, use our lives, they are Yours; We are an offering.​
​All that we have, all that we are,​
​All that we hope to be, we give to You, we give to You.​
​We lift our voices, we lift our hands, We lift our lives up to You;​
​We are an offering, we are an offering.​

​OFFERING PRAYER​
​Loving God,​
​we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.​
​Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,​
​so that all creation can taste your abundance.​
​We ask this in the name of Jesus,​
​through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.​
​Amen.​

​GREAT THANKSGIVING​
​The Lord be with you.​
​And also with you.​

​Lift up your hearts.​
​We lift them to the Lord.​

​Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​
​It is right to give our thanks and praise.​

​It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,​
​that we should at all times and in all places​
​give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,​
​through our Savior Jesus Christ;​
​who overcame death and the grave,​
​and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.​
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​And so, with all the choirs of angels,​
​with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,​
​we praise your name and join their unending hymn:​

​Holy, holy, holy Lord,​
​God of power and might:​
​Heaven and earth are full of your glory.​
​Hosanna in the highest.​
​Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.​
​Hosanna in the highest.​

​Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,​
​heaven and earth are full of your glory.​
​In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,​
​who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,​
​who preached good news to the poor,​
​and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.​

​In the night in which he was betrayed,​
​our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;​
​broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:​
​Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.​
​Do this for the remembrance of me.​

​Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,​
​and gave it for all to drink, saying:​
​This cup is the new covenant in my blood,​
​shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.​
​Do this for the remembrance of me.​

​Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,​
​we await his coming in glory.​

​Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,​
​and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,​
​the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;​
​to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,​
​be all honor and glory, now and forever.​
​Amen.​
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​THE LORD'S PRAYER​​(Pastor)​
​Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.​

​Our Father, who art in heaven,​
​hallowed be thy name,​
​thy kingdom come, thy will be done,​
​on earth as it is in heaven.​

​Give us this day our daily bread;​
​and forgive us our trespasses,​
​as we forgive those who trespass against us;​
​and lead us not into temptation,​
​but deliver us from evil.​

​For thine is the kingdom,​
​and the power, and the glory,​
​forever and ever.  Amen.​

​INVITATION TO COMMUNION​
​Heaven has come near.​
​Come, share in the feast!​
​Amen.​ ​(Please be seated)​

​COMMUNION​
​All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Follow the usher’s directions.​
​Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available upon request.​
​Blessings are available in lieu of communion or for any young person​
​who has not yet received communion instruction.​

​SONG DURING COMMUNION​
​One Bread, One Body - Blue Book 710​

​SONG DURING COMMUNION  - Great is the Lord​
​Michael W. Smith and Deborah D. Smith / CCLI License No. 1083898​

​Great is the Lord, He is holy and just,​
​By His power we trust in His love.​
​Great is the Lord, He is faithful and true,​
​By His mercy He proves He is love.​
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​Great is the Lord and worthy of glory.​
​Great is the Lord and worthy of praise.​
​Great is the Lord, now lift up your voice, now lift up your voice:​
​Great is the Lord. Great is the Lord.​

​Great is the Lord, He is holy and just,​
​By His power we trust in His love.​
​Great is the Lord, He is faithful and true,​
​By His mercy He proves He is love.​

​Great are You Lord and worthy of glory.​
​Great are You Lord and worthy of praise.​
​Great are You Lord, I lift up my voice, I lift up my voice:​
​Great are You Lord. Great are you Lord.​

​PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION​ ​(Please rise in body or in​​spirit.)​
​Compassionate God,​
​through the gifts of bread and wine​
​our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.​
​Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,​
​may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.​
​We ask this in the name of Jesus,​
​through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.​
​Amen.​

​SENDING​
​God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.​

​THE BLESSING​
​Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,​
​☩ one God,​
​bless, heal, and hold you​
​today and always.​
​Amen.​

​ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CONGREGATION​

​FAREWELL AND GODSPEED for Bob and JoAnn Emmell​
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​SENDING SONG  - Shine Jesus Shine​
​Words & Music by Brenton Brown & Ken Riley CCL Song 4556538​
​2005 Thankyou Music / CCLI License No. 1083898​

​Refrain​​Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the​​Father’s Glory;​
​blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.​
​Flow river flow, flood the nations with love and mercy,​
​send forth your Word, Lord and let there be light!​

​Lord the light of your love is shining,​
​in the midst of the darkness shining;​
​Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us,​
​set us free by the truth you now bring us.​
​Shine on me, shine on me:​ ​Refrain​

​As we gaze on your kingly brightness,​
​so our faces display your likeness,​
​ever changing from glory to glory,​
​mirrored here, may our lives tell your story.​
​Shine on me, shine on me:​ ​Refrain​

​DISMISSAL​
​Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!​
​Thanks be to God.​

​POSTLUDE​

​Our music today​​is led by St. Paul’s Music Director,​​Eve Keane. Thank you​
​Eve for your talents and your leadership!​

​Thank you​​to our worship assistant Alice Hager; ushers,​​Pat Walter and Eric​
​Virus; the live streaming team; communion set up team, Sandy Bergey;​
​sacristy team, Barbara Nace and Pat Walter; flower sponsors and all who​
​help with worship.​
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​We Remember in Prayer​

​Jason Adamczyk​
​Joyce Allebach​
​Anita Breyer​
​Nancy Esterly​
​Barbara Green​
​Dave Hamblin​

​Janet Hill​
​John Hockenberger​

​Frances Lechner​
​Melissa Leinback​

​Jeff McMurtrie​
​Becky McIntosh​

​Tricia Parker​
​Dennis Renninger​

​Alan Richard​
​Kirk Robinson​

​Donna Rodenberger​
​Margarita Serbia​

​Linda Shagg​
​John Sheeran​

​Sarah Stever​
​Beth Ann Thomas​

​Arlene Vandenburgh​
​Ryan Weaver​
​Larry Weiss​

​Dave Woodward​
​Janet Zylinski​

​UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS​

​Blessing of the Backpacks!​
​Sunday, August 16th!​

​Let’s start the new school year right!​
​Bring your backpack to church on Sunday,​

​August 16th for a blessing and a new backpack tag!​

​THE OPEN LINK SHOE DRIVE!!!​
​Got gently worn or new shoes you no longer need?​

​Give them a second life by donating to help our neighbors!​
​Drop-off your donations in the well-marked boxes​

​in the church entryway​
​or in front of the Child Care Center office​

​before August 15!​
​Proceeds help benefit​

​The OpenLink Summer Kids Meals Program​
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​TAIZÉ EARLY EVENING WORSHIP!​
​Third Wednesday of each month at 6pm​​.​

​The Center at The Open Link, 517 Jefferson Street, East Greenville.​
​The next Taizé Worship is on August 19, 2026 at 6:00 pm.​

​Come and enjoy a brief, midweek sanctuary from our busy lives. Center​
​your hearts in praise and prayer, song and silence, word and welcome.​

​WELCOME WORSHIP​
​Every Sunday at 4:00pm in the Fellowship Hall!​

​This service is centered on Christ’s love for everyone. We are focused on​
​making the worship accessible, contemporary in style, interactive, and​
​intergenerational. We expect the service to last about​​45 minutes​​.​
​Come take part in worship, or pray for the new thing God is doing​
​among us! Help us share the energy of St. Paul’s and the love of Christ​
​to the Upper Perk in a new way!​

​FLYERS AND PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS​
​ARE AVAILABLE FOR THIS SERVICE!​

​SEE PASTOR KEVIN AND HELP SPREAD THE WORD!​

​UPCCC 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION​
​September 18, 2026 at 5:30 pm!​

​Mark your calendar and come join the fun! Games, Dunk Tank, Craven​
​Food Truck, Face Painting and so much more! All are welcome.​

​CALLING ALL SINGERS AND MUSICIANS!​
​ALL SKILL LEVELS!​

​If you sing or play an instrument, come share your talents during the​
​Offering at church over the summer? See our bulletin board for a​

​sign-up sheet, or reach out to our music director, Eve Keane.​
​Cell: 267-875-8982, email: eve.keane@stpaulredhill.org.​
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​End of Summer Outdoor Worship and Picnic!​

​Sunday, September 6, 2026, St. Paul’s will be worshipping at New​
​Goshenhoppen Park​​with our neighboring congregations​​in the​
​Reformation Sister Churches of the Upper Perkiomen Valley.​

​All seven of the churches in our group will be gathered together for an​
​outdoor worship in celebration of the end of the summer, our love for our​
​friends and neighbors, and the presence of Christ in this community.​

​Worship Information for September 6​
​●​ ​Worship Location:​​New Goshenhoppen Park​
​●​ ​Worship Time:​​10:30am​
​●​ ​Pastor Kevin Compton will be preaching​
​●​ ​Music will be provided by the Red Hill Band​
​●​ ​Stick around after service for a picnic with our neighbors! New​
​Goshenhoppen UCC will be cooking up hotdogs and hamburgers. There is​
​no charge, but each guest is encouraged to bring a side to share.​
​●​ ​The Red Hill Band will perform a concert at 1:00pm.​
​●​ ​A concession stand will be selling ice cream.​
​●​ ​After the picnic, there will be games and entertainment, including a​
​bounce house and a gaga pit.​

​There will be no worship at St. Paul’s on Sunday, September 6th.​
​If you are unable to attend the service at New Goshenhoppen Park, join​
​Pastor Serena Sellers at​​9:00am​​for an​​indoor worship​​at​​St. Mark’s​
​Lutheran​​in Pennsburg. This service will be live-streamed.​

​COMING SOON!​
​Important dates to add to your calendar!​

​Sunday, September 6: End of Summer Outdoor Worship and Picnic​
​Monday, September 7: Labor Day​
​Saturday, September 12: Upper Perk Community Day​
​Sunday, September 13: Rally Day at St. Paul’s​
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